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BEFORE THE 
FEUEHAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION 

WASHINGTON, DC 

In the Matter of ) 
) 

Inquiry Regarding Carrier Current 1 
Systems, Including Broadband Over 1 
Power Line Systems ) 

ET 03-104 

Comments of the Office of the People’s Counsel, 
Washington, DC Supporting the Deployment 

nf Broadband Over Powerline Systems 

I. 1NTKOI)UCTION 

The Federal Communications Commission (“FCC” or “Commission”) issued a Notice of 

Inquiry (“NOI”) on April 28. 2003. requesting comments on the current state of Broadband Over 

Powei.linc Systems (“BPL”) technology to dekrmine if  the Commission needs to amend its rules 

IO facilitate Lhe dcployrnent of BPL.’ In response to the NOI, the Office of the People’s Counsel- 

Wirshington. DC (“OPC-DC” or -‘Office”) lespectfully submits Comments in support of 

Broadhind Over Powcrline technology. 

11. DISCLISSION 

OPC-DC wholehearlcdly supports the FCC in  its efforts to facilitate the deployment of 

BPL for consumers. BPL is being toutcd by providers, regulators and industry analysts as the 

aeivicc that w i l l  allow for the delivery of broadband technology to all consumers. Supporters of 

RPL i 1 1 , ~  claim thal the sewice will be il viable competitor to broadband service provided over 

cable or DSL. lines. I n  light of these claims, OPC-DC supports the deployment of BPL as i t  has 

the potential to improve the District of Columbia’s telecommunications landscape for consumers 

I Notice o f  Inquiry. ETIIocket No. 03-104, 68 Fed. Keg. 28182, (i\sued May 23. 2003) 



in two tespects ~ I ) may pi.ovide a solution to the issue of the “digital divide” that currently 

cxists in thc District of Columbia and 2 )  BPL may increase the number of providers of 

bwadhand technology to consumers in the District of Columbia. 

1. BPL Technology Mav Provide an Answer to the District’s Digital Divide Issue 

111 2000, the Officc petitioned the District of Columbia Public Service Commission 

(“UCPSC”) requesting the :igency to develop a public record on Bell Atlantic-DC’s deployment 

of  Digital Subscriber Line (..DSL’) in the District of Columbia. The proceeding included a 

public hearing where several witnesses, including Bell Atlantic-DC (now Verizon-DC), appeared 

belore the DCPSC to express their necd for affordable advanced telecommunications service. 

Thc testimony from Bell Allantic-DC made i t  clear that due to “technical limitations” inherent 

with DSL technology, DSL can not provide broadband telecommunications service throughout 

.Ilr parts of the District of Columbia Thc unfoi-tunate result is a digitally divided city. 

Aftcr conducting ieseiirch of BPL technology, the Office learned that BPL appears to 

overcome the lechnical problems inherent with the deployment of DSL. Additionally, OPC-DC 

leal-ncd that there is a trial of the BPL iii the metropolitan Washington, D.C. area. Indeed, this 

Pcople’s Counsel has volunteered her home to be a trial location for this service. Based upon 

this information, the Office ib  believes i t  may be appropriate and timely for the DCPSC to open a 

proceeding to investigate the technical and IegaVregulatory aspccts of deploying BPL in the 

District olColumbia. OPC-DC will pursue this locally. 

2. BPL Deployment May Increase the Number of Broadband Providers 
in the District of Columbia 

Once the regulatory path is cleared for BPL providers, i t  will increase the number of 

vendors who can serve residential consumers and small businesses in the District of Columbia. 

In that BPL technology utilizes thc city’s electrical grid to provide an advanced 



tc1econiiniinic;ifions service. i t  opens up another means by which DC consumers can receive 

advanced telecommunications services. Currently, there are 12 active telecommunications 

service providers in the District 01 Columbia. Yet, few, if any  of these providers deliver 

advanccd telecommunications wvices  via the telecommunications network throughout the entire 

ciiy. If providers of  BPL technology can serve most if not all of the District of Columbia's 

residential cuiisumcrs over the elecirical grid. they would be viable competitors to traditional 

advanced tclecoiiiniunications seIvicc providers. This type of increased competition will aid DC 

consumers in that they will have additional options from which to receive advanced 

telecommunications services. Moreover, a n  increased competitivc environment may also 

encourage traditional telecoinin~inications service providers to make improvements to their 

nctwork so that they loo can provide advanccd telecommunications services throughout all parts 

of the city. 

111. CoNCt.USloV 

WHEREFORE. for the foregoing reasons. OPC-DC supports the FCC's efforts to 

f. cICilitate . '  ' the deployment of BPL technology nationwide. 

Peo$le's Counsel 
D.C. Bar No. 288965 

Sandra Mattavous-Frye 
Associate People's Counsel 
D.C. Bar No. 37.5833 

Barbara Burton 
Assistant People"s Counsel 
D.C. Bar No. 430524 
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Brenda K. Pennington 
Assistant People’s Counsel 
D.C. Bar No. 47894 I 

Laurence C. Daniels 
Assistant People’s Counsel 
D.C. Bar No. 471025 

OFFICE OF THE PEOPLE’S COUNSEL 
FOR THE DlSTRICT OF COLUMBIA 
1133 15th Street, N.W., Suite 500 
Washington, D.C. 20005-27 10 
(202) 727-3071 

Dated: July 7, 2003 
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